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With their gently rendered naivety and expressive tonality, Amani Haydar covers 
the gamut of emotional turmoil that she has encountered first-hand and in doing 
so makes her life experiences powerfully universal. It is, of course, all in the eyes. 
Wide, at times with astonishment, at others with hints of inner-turmoil and abject 
terror. At times her eyes express shock, perhaps the shock felt by oppression, 
and at others they express resilience, that despite the odds, Amani Haydar has 
survived. And Haydar has faced oppression – just being a Muslim woman dressed 
in a hijab in an all-too often racist country – Australia – would guarantee some 
stigma.

But Haydar has faced far more hideous events. In March 2015, Haydar’s mother, 
Salwa, was killed by her father in their Southern Sydney home. She was stabbed 
30 times in a frenzied and sustained attack and died at the scene. She was 45.

Amani Haydar at the time, was a litigation lawyer and was five months pregnant 
with her first child.

“I remember when I gave birth, my husband was carrying my daughter around 
while she was crying and the midwife sat down and asked me, ‘where’s your 
mum?’ I explained that she had been murdered by my dad five months prior,” 
she told SBS. “There wasn’t really anything that she could say to provide any 
comfort in that moment, but I did then say, ‘you know, I’m really proud to have a 
daughter. I’m from a family of strong women.’”

In response to her mother’s murder, the lawyer Haydar became an advocate for 
change in the legal process for domestic violence survivors. But arguably it is the 
artist Haydar who holds the more powerful voice.
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It is somewhat inevitable, with her naïve figuration, that Haydar will garner 
comparisons with the post-war refugee Mirka Mora. They share a similar palette 
and line-work. But where Mora chose a largely escapist path Haydar is, generally 
(although not always), far more sombre in her approach.

When she does delve into the escapism, as in the large tapestry, The Dome 
(2021), she most certainly goes the full gamut. Based on a linen surface, she 
incorporates paint, ink, hijab off-cuts, recycled beads and various threads and 
fibres to create a strange semi-mythical creature from a private and personal 
lexicon. This is the Amani Haydar preparing to take flight from the grinding 
pressures of the legal process and the horrors of domestic violence she must 
confront on a daily basis.

But such flights of fantasy are a rarity. The bulk of Haydar’s output grows from 
more humble and personal terrain. There is her Girl in Garden series of 2020, 
which it is tempting to read as a series of self-portraits. And then there are 
celebrations of her belief such as Dahlias in Ramadan (2020) with its glowing 
white hijab surrounded with yellow flowers. There are hints of the political in 
such works as Tokenism (2020), a work that was was commissioned by the State 
Library of New South Wales and suggests hints of the token gestures of equality 
for minorities in this predominantly Anglo society.

But it all comes down to the eyes, which in Amani Haydar’s oeuvre really are the 
windows to the soul in both its travails and its joys.

– Ashley Crawford





The Dome 
2021
56 x 41cm
linen, paint, ink, hijab off-cuts, recycled beads, various threads and 
fibres





Flowers in March
2021
100 x 70cm
mixed media (acrylic, charcoal, metal leaf) on canvas
SOLD





Invisible Connections
2021
100 x 70cm
mixed media (acrylic, charcoal, metal leaf) on canvas





Portrait of a Lady in Dries Van Noten’s Headpiece
2020
57 x 38.5cm
acrylic and charcoal on paper
SOLD





Hajji and her daughters
2020
57 x 76cm
mixed media on paper
SOLD





Tokenism 
2020
40 x 30cm
mixed media on paper
SOLD





Gusty spring afternoons
2020
57 x 38.5cm
mixed media on paper





Girl in garden 
2020
57 x 38.5cm
mixed media on paper
SOLD





Dahlias in Ramadan 
2020
57 x 38.5cm
mixed media on paper





Girl among hills
2020
57 x 38.5cm
mixed media on paper





Girl in garden II
2020
57 x 38.5cm
mixed media on paper
SOLD





Girl in garden III 
2020
57 x 38.5cm
mixed media on paper
SOLD
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